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Trap Brands Stop Thieves

Marking traps with
unforgeable brands de-
creased trap thefts in
each

several hundred

season to less than 25.
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Solves Trap Stealing

(Continued from Page Six)
pelts at the sale or ship them to a|
buyer not in attendance. The 1941
fur sale, 1n spite of a bad storm
the day the sale was held, was a
success from the standpoint of the
buyer and seller alike.

Prior to the open season, sev-
eral association meetings are held
to discuss fur regulations, trap-
ping ethics, market conditions,
and all other phases of trap line
lore that are of particular inter-
est to trappers. At these meetings
trappers have a chance to become
acquainted with one another, and
a truly cooperative spirit has be-
come possible. '

Guest speaker at one meeting
was Dr. Paul L. Errington, the
outstanding muskrat research
worker in the United States. The
round table discussion proved of
great value to the trappers, and
since that meeting members of the
organization have contributed lib-
erally in ideas and specimens to
the muskrat research program.

The trappers of Dickinson
County are on the right track.
They are interested in protecting
their annual fur harvest. They
have learned the scientific back-
ground of fur management prob-
lems. They have returned to the
trap lines in their vicinity the eth-
ics, honesty, and cooperation so
necessary “to increase the pleas-
ure and profit of trapping in
Dickinson County”.

“Since the state owns the game
in its wild state in its sovereign
capacity, it follows that an indi-
vidual cannot obtain an absolute
property right in such game ex-
cept upon such conditions, restric-
tions, and limitations as may be
permitted by the state. The in-
dividual may acquire an absolute
property right in game only as a
matter of privilege—not as a mat-
ter of right. The legislatures
may Impose such conditions as|
they deem necessary and c-xpedi-'
ent, so long as they do not contra- |
vene any principle of the Consti-
tution."—Wild Game — Its Legal
Status.

Ecology and Management of the
Bob-white. Project No. 494, Iowa
Cooperative Wildlife Research
Unit, Iowa State College, Ames,
lowa. (1) Population data.

By GEORGE 0. HENDRICKSON
Project Leader

Dickinson County from |

A TT713-acre bob-white research |

area was established along Steele
Creek, Woodland township, De-
catur County, October, 1935. Since
that time each spring and autumn
bob-white population estimates
have been made on the area by
graduate research assistants aided
by the farmers. The estimates
are shown in the following table,

Spring Autumn
Year Number Number
1935 DU 395
1936 177 736
1937 90 501
1938 471 1234
1939 1254 2316
1940 389 1549
1941 673 1690
1942 780 —

Iowa's most severe winter in|

117 years, 1935-36, greatly re-

duced the bob-whites despite quite
favorable food and cover condi-
tions for the low number. The
summer drought, 1936,
with hosts of chinch
grasshoppers, seriously injured
food and cover conditions for the

together |
bugs and |

Iowa Conservationist

Sac and Fox Sub-Agency
Toledo, Iowa

State Conservation Commission

10th & Mulberry
Des Moines, Iowa
Dear Sir;:

I have enjoyed the honor and privilege of being one of your
readers, and as a member ot the Sac and Fox tribe of Indians

of lowa | would appreciate ve
the “Conservationist” continued.

vy much to have the copiles of
I have been in the U. S.

Indian Service for 10 years, and I and my wife have been
transferred to Bethel, Alaska, to work in the U. S. Indian

Service among the Eskimos.

My wife is also an Indian, and

she will work in an Indian hospital,
I would be glad to contribute some articles about the far

north for our lowa readers if

it 1s practicable from time to

time provided the censors approve of the articles, which of
course would cover wildlife and game management,
Sincerely yours,
(Signed) Clarence Jefferson.

“Notable among the prosecu-
tions for the 30-day period were
the arrests of six women. With
the ever increasing number of wo-
men anglers and hunters, wildlife
protection officers are finding it
ever more necessary to take the
members of the fairer sex into
court when they wviolate hunting
and fishing laws, and not dismiss
them simply because they are wo-
men. —QOklahoma Game and Fish
Department.

An animal i1s any living organ-
iIsm other than plant life. As gen-
erally used the word includes
birds, animals, fishes, etc.

land management a peak popu-
lation of 2316 bob-whites was
reached 1n 1939, The winter,
1939-40, with heavy snowfall and
with the coldest January since
1912, saw a great loss of birds
which was lessened because more
farmers provided well for the
bob-whites than in 1935.

A few farmers permitted hunt-
ing bob-whites in 1936. The county
was closed to bob-white hunting
by law in 1937 and 1938. Most
farmers gave permission to take
bob-whites in the open seasons of
1939, 1940, and 1941 in each of
which the population was reduced
by an estimated take and crip-
pling loss of 400-500 birds.

Since 1937 nearly three-fourths
of the area is normally in hay and
wooded pasture, about one-sixth
in corn and sorghum, and the re-
mainder chiefly in oats. Many of
the numerous gullies are healed
with shrubs and trees which pro-
vide good winter cover. With
continued good land management

 and speclal attention to care of

winter 1936-37 during which the|

fields were covered with ice for
about six weeks. The 90 surviv-
Ing bob-whites were fed and shel-
tered chiefly in farm vards and
buildings.

With favorable summer condi-
tions, 1937, a 456 percent increase
in birds was attained. Following
two open winters and two favor-
able summers, with planned suit-
able food and cover provided by

the seedstock in severe winters
by the 30-40 land operators, 1n
normal years a breeding popula-
tion 400-800 bob-whites may be
expected to increase 200-300 per-
cent by autumn to provide a
shootable surplus of 500-1000
birds on the 7713-acre area.
Because a low seedstock of 90
bob-whites In two favorable sea-
sons had increased to 1334, shoot-
ing might have been permitted in
1938 had the county not been

the farmers in accord with good| closed by law.

'Enough Shotgu_n

Shells For '42
But No More

Not a single shotgun shell has
been manufactured since May 1.
This includes all types of shotgun
shells in all gauges. The total
facilities of the ammunition mak-
ers are now devoted to war work.

Ammunition factories carry no
reserve stocks of shells. As fast
as shells are produced, they are
shipped out to jobbers all over
the nation. This means that pres-
ent stocks of shotgun shells must
be in one of two hands, the job-
bers, or the local retailer. Many
of the smaller jobbers are already
completely sold out of ammuni-
tion, retailers having taken their
stocks months ago. The large
jobbers have a few shells on hand.

Retall outlets today possess
most of the shotgun shells. There
i1s an ample supply for the hunt-
ers for 1942, and enough trap and
skeet loads to carry on this sport
for a number of months. But, as
the war goes on, and no produc-
tion exists, we will gradually ap-
proach the exhaustion of stocks in
the hands of the nation’s retailers.
When this time comes, trap and
skeet shooting stops, and when
shells loaded for hunting are gone,
then hunting stops.

The shell situation 1s analogous
to the rubber tire situation. There
must be conservation of shotgun
shells. Hunters must exercise ex-
| treme care in the use of the pres-
ent stock of shells, No indiscrimi-
nate banging at birds well out of
range, no shooting at tin cans
thrown in the air, and no use of
shells for anything except actual
hunting.—The Nomad, Davenport
Democrat.

The long, glistening, protective
hair of wild animals called
guard hair, and on some kinds of
fur is plucked or pulled out before
the skin is used commercially.

1S

The cottontail rabbit native to
Iowa 1s the Mearns cottontail. The
scientific name 1s Sylvilagus

| floridanus mearnsii.
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FLICK SAYS™

U. 5. Coast Guard

Agent)
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After

weeks in  the
U. S. Coast
Guard, 1

to

nothing. I'll see

have

learned say

you again in
these columns
after we have

thoroughly

Good Ph_easant
Hunting Predicted
For lowa in ‘42

With the greatest population of
ring-necks in the history of the
state, lowa hunters are looking
forward to their best hunting sea-
son.

This heavy pheasant crop
largely due to wise land use prac-

1S

tices by individual landholders,
to the lowa Cooperative Game
Bird Program, to favorable

weather conditions, and to groups |

and individuals who are interest-
ed in seeing a shootable surplus
of upland game birds each year.

Paralleling the increase 1n up-
land game, farmer-sportsman re-
lations have steadily improved.
This 1s a fine trend to continue. It
will continue only as long as the
sportsmen themselves make it
continue, Every hunter must re-
member that in the state of Iowa,
96 percent of the land is privately-
owned, and that in the final analy-
sis it 1s only the farmer who can
guarantee a successful upland
game season.

When a sportsman buys a dol-
lar license, to what does it entitle
him? It merely gives him a legal
right to hunt in a lawful manner.
It does not give him permission
to hunt on privately-owned land.
Permission to do that must be ob-
tained from the landowner. Con-
sequently, 96 percent of the time
the non-landholding hunter must
ask permission to
cure the right to hunt.

Farmers individually and col-
lectively want to know and are
entitled to know who 1s hunting
on their land. They want to know
that whoever hunts on the farm
will be careful about shooting
around livestock, that all gates

SE=

someone'’s

will be closed, that their property
will be protected against damage.

S1X|

whipped the|

A XIS powers. ‘

Annual Blush Colors lowa Trees

‘.“f?‘
- o,

Uaks along Council Bluffs' Rainbow Drive

Fishing In Harness

Photo by Don Berry
vith the Missouri River in the distance

By Sidney Mott
I love to take my wifey out
To help me fish a stream for trout,
For then, I know, oh, never fear,
['ll have to pack a ton of gear.

Then, too, I'll have

fo bait her hook

And help her to a comfy nook:
If eggs the foolish fish pass by
She'll have me change them for a fly,

If there 1s any brush about

That's where she'll
Or hang 1t 1In some

land the cussed trout

thorny tree

And then, of course, 1t's up to me.

And when I think that things are right

And gradually fade

out of sight

To some quiet likely pool below,
Before 1 get a chance to throw—

I'll hear a wild and frantic secream
And, dashing madly up the stream,
I'll find friend wifey all afright
Because a bee has hove in sight.

And when at length the day 1s done
And she has ten and I have one,
She’s graciously a little sad

Because my luck he

They also want to know how much
game 1is killed so that they will
be able to curtail hunting while
seed stock still remains. Make
no mistake about it—the farmer
1s sincere 1n his desire to perpetu-
ate game on his land. It is one of
the many things that makes life
on a farm so enjoyable.

[f you are not acquainted in the
territory in which you expect to
hunt, be courteous and diplomatic
when you seek that privilege
Make a friend of the landowner
and conduct yourself, when you
get that permission, as a sports-
man and a gentleman. You will
be asked to return next year, and
vou will have solved your own

farmer-sportsman problem.

A sportsman is a hunter who
pays a good deal more than the
market price for fish and game.

s been so bad.

Conservation Must
Strike Balance Between
Sportsmen and Farmers

Conservation, as far as it per-
tains to wild game, seems to be a
never-ending struggle to provide
the sportsman with an abundance
of hunting and yet keep the farm-
er's fields from being overrun and
his crops wasted.

For vears Iowa has been build-
ing up a pheasant population
Most of us have taken delight 1n
the knowledge that the pheasant
belt 1s being extended gradually
farther south and nearly every-
body at all familiar with a gun
has turned hunter. And now the
pheasant crop has multiplied so
that farmers in a number of areas

sons so as to cut down both the
pheasant population and the grain
crop damage.

Deer in Iowa have been a curi-
osity for years, but a few days ago
farm operators in the Boone area
assembled to urge some action to
bring them relief. They had no
objection to the deer, considered
them, in fact, a desirable novelty,
if they just wouldn’t trample too
much of the small grain and husk
out too much of the corn erop. The
damage 1s getting beyond what
one can reasonably be expected to
endure.

After they had become nearly
extinct, a lot of sentiment was de-
veloped for the beaver. Slowly
conservation workers have been
able to trap a few live animals
and transport them to new areas,
and now the beaver is on the way
back. Some were placed in the
Amana timber a few years ago.
Surplus animals from colonies
started In some other sections
about the same time are being
trapped for further distribution,

It looks to us like this battle to
maintain a balance would go on
forever. Perhaps never again
will desirable game birds or ani-
mals be allowed to approach ex-
tinction so closely and, also, prob-

| ably never again will hunting be

permitted to become so nearly ex-
tinct.—Blairstown Press.

Grandpa Hicks
Had His Own
Code of Ethics

Grandpa Hicks lived in a pal-
metto log shack at the edge of
Cross Creek. He existed by the

i1llegal trapping of fish in Orange

Lake, and by renting other men’s
rowboats, without permission, to
fishermen from Jacksonville. If
a customer’'s outboard motor
lacked gas, he shuiffled myster-
iously to the other side of the
bridge across the creek, where lay
beached other boats and motors,
and returned with fuel. If cat-

' fish were scare on his own lines,

he ran the other fellow’'s.

Man’s law is one thing, God's
another.

One Sunday morning we asked
Grandpa to go fishing with us.
He knew where the fish were bit-
ing, and we had had no luck for
weeks. He spat.

“I don’t fish on Sundays,” he
said haughtily. “I wasn’t raised
up that-a-way.” — South Dakota
Conservation Digest.

Watching these boys of the state
seining crews is very interesting.
How they can work all day in ice
cold water with bare hands is
hard to understand. The work
they do is beneficial to the lakes
and streams, besides making it
possible for people to enjoy fresh
fish at a very reasonable cost.—

are asking for longer open sea-'Cedar Rapids Gazette.
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